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Market 
It’s hard to believe that India manufactured less
than 10,000 cars each year at the time of
independence. Today, the country achieves this
figure almost every single day! Such has been
the impact of the automobile revolution that
the tyre industry is zipping up a very impressive
C47,500 crore in turnover. With an eye on the
future business growth, tyre companies across
the globe are enhancing their presence in India. 

The growth drivers for the Indian tyre
industry are expected to be truck and bus
radials (TBRs), passenger radials and the farm
and LCV segments. In this market of
opportunity, JK Tyre has its plans anchored in
place and is poised to capture this growth,
particularly since radialisation in the TBR
segment is pegged to surge past 50% in the
next few years.

Achievements
JK Tyre’s vision is to be amongst the most
admired companies in India, deeply committed
to excellence. Indeed, it takes its dedication to

quality so seriously that in its
pursuit it has achieved

many path-
breaking

feats and
has won

many

accolades. JK Tyre was, in fact, the company that
brought radial tyre technology to India – which
continues to be its key strength – for the entire
four-wheeler range and was also the company
that launched both the eco-friendly and high-
performance range of car radials. 

Being a quality conscious company, JK Tyre 
has received the highest accreditations for the
industry: the ISO: 9001, QS: 9000 and TS:16949.
It was also awarded the 2010 TPM Excellence
Award instituted by JIPM – Japan Institute of
Plant Maintenance – received at one go for all
its manufacturing locations. This marks JK Tyre’s
guarantee to the adherence of systems and to
its conscious and deliberate approach to
manufacturing as well as the environment. In
turn, these efforts have resulted in an abiding
trust and a deep emotional connect with
customers.

Naturally, these have had their own spin-offs.
The most satisfying, of course, being its
association with prestigious automotive brands
like Maruti Suzuki, Tata Motors, Ashok Leyland,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Volvo, Eicher, General

Motors, Volkswagen, Fiat, Nissan, Honda, Bharat
Benz, John Deere, TAFE, FORCE Motors, BEML
and JCB amongst others, as also the country’s
defence services and state transport
undertakings.

With the widest range of truck and 
bus radials, JK Tyre is the only Indian tyre
manufacturer to have recorded over six million
tyres on roads in India and abroad. It also has
the distinction of manufacturing India’s largest
earth mover tyre, the 40.00-57. This massive
tyre is 12 ft in diameter, weighs approximately
3700 kilos and is used in high-end rear dump
trucks of 240 tonnes capacity. 

The company services the market through 
a vast distribution network of 135 selling
locations, 4000 dealers and 120 retail outlets
branded JK Tyre Steel Wheels. Present in 85
cities, each outlet is equipped with state-of-the-
art wheel servicing equipment and offers a
superior buying experience. The company has
established twelve truck radial service centres,
branded as JK Tyre Truck Wheels, in addition to
seventeen strategically located Truck Radial Tyre
Care Centres.

Following its pledge to keep the customer
above everything else, JK Tyre has been ranked
2nd for the last two consecutive years in 
the J D Power Original India Tyre Customer
Satisfaction Study and has been selected as a
Superbrand – India’s first and only tyre company
to be so nominated – and also recognised as an
Indian Power Brand.

History
JK Tyre commenced operations in 1977 with its
first tyre plant in Kankroli, Rajasthan with an
installed capacity of 0.50 million tyres per
annum. Pacing market growth and rising
consumer preference for its products, JK Tyre
established a new state-of-the-art passenger
radial manufacturing facility at Banmore near
Gwalior in 1991. 

The key to JK Tyre’s growth has been its well-
timed strategic acquisitions in India and abroad.

JK Tyre brought radial technology to India in 1977 and, today, almost four decades later, is one of India’s
leading tyre companies, manufacturing a range of tyres that cater to diverse business segments. JK Tyre also
continues to be one of the largest tyre exporters from India enjoying presence in 90 countries. With the
commissioning of its greenfield project in Chennai, JK Tyre now has nine state-of-the-art modern production
facilities in India and Mexico with a capacity exceeding 20 million tyres per annum. As a premium brand, 
JK Tyre is the preferred make in India as well as in many other countries of the world.

These have enabled the company to grow both
organically and inorganically. The two most
significant milestones in this journey were the
acquisitions of Vikrant Tyre, a Government of
Karnataka undertaking, in 1997 and of
Compania Hulera Tornel in Mexico in 2008. 

Product 
Over the last three decades, JK Tyre has always
closely tracked emerging trends, evolving
customer needs and applications. This has
forearmed it with knowledge and enabled it to
pioneer world-class products and services. One
of its key thrust areas – and investments – in
India has been the development of markets for
car and truck-bus radials.

The company markets the entire product
range under its flagship brand, JK Tyre. The brand

portfolio also includes Vikrant and Tornel. 
The company straddles the entire range of 
4-wheeler tyres – truck, bus, light commercial
vehicles, small commercial vehicles, passenger
cars, multi-utility/sports utility vehicles, tractors
and off-the-road (OTR) tyres.

It has invested extensively in research and
development, product design and in furthering
manufacturing capabilities. The company’s
technological prowess is powered by The Hari
Shankar Singhania Elastomer and Tyre Research
Institute (HASETRI) and the Dr. Raghupati
Singhania Centre of Excellence at IIT 
Chennai. The Tech Centre in Faridabad 
is a state-of-the-art
product design and
development facility.

Recently, JK Tyre
launched an ultra high
performance range of car
tyres (UX-1) for high-end
luxury sedans. The product
has been accorded the Auto Bild
Golden Steering Wheel Award
2013. In the truck and bus radial
segment, an array of technologically
superior products like JETSTEEL JDE,
JETSTEEL JDL, JETSTEEL JDC3,
JETWAY JUC3 were
introduced. 

There is a continuous
endeavour to reduce
operating costs for the
customer by delivering a
lower cost per kilometre
advantage.  

Recent
Developments
The Chennai
greenfield project for
truck-bus radial and
passenger car radial
tyres was
accomplished in a
record time of less
than two years. A
further investment of
C1400 crore has been
planned for expansion
at this plant. 

Service has 
always been a key
differentiator for the
brand. Taking forward
its Customer First
approach, JK Tyre

launched India’s first ever 24x7 road side
assistance service, for tyres, branded Fix-A-Tyre.
The service was initially rolled out in the Delhi
NCR region in 2012 and then launched in
Chennai in 2013. In a phased manner it is
expected to be extended to other cities, as well. 

Considering the penetration truck bus 
radial tyres have achieved, the company has
established twelve JK Tyre Truck Wheels Centres
across the country that offer total solution to
the customer. To further this effort, JK Tyre is
also expanding on its current 158 retread
franchises. 

JK Tyre considers itself to be future ready. To
demonstrate this fact the company has, in the
last one year, launched ten new products in
different categories in a series of mega product
launch events across the country.  

Promotion 
JK Tyre has been consistently present in both the
print and electronic media. The new integrated
multimedia brand campaign ‘The Farther You
Go, The Closer You Come’ revolves around how
going on regular long drives enables people to
rediscover and renew relationships with family
and friends. 

But that apart, JK Tyre is synonymous with
motorsports in the country. The company has
invested over C100 crore in building an
infrastructure and establishing a structured
programme to nurture and develop talent. 

Narain Karthikeyan, Armaan Ebrahim, Karun
Chandhok and Aditya Patel are all JK Tyre
prodigies who have done India proud in
the global arena. It is this effort that has
enabled the country to emerge as a
motorsport hub of Asia with the
prestigious F1 Grand Prix being held on
Indian shores. The success of the Indian

GP was a reflection of two
decades of the company’s single-
minded effort in developing this
sport in India and in putting in
place a system that is constantly
unearthing fresh talent and
readying drivers for the global
platform.

This platform has not only enabled
the demonstration of technological
prowess but is also an image driver for
the brand. For JK Tyre, race tracks have
always been the testing grounds and
hence the line ‘Tested by champions
built for you’. 

On the front closer to home, it has
endeavoured to make Indian roads safer. To
achieve this, it has made diverse efforts ranging
from highway campaigns and safety drives in
major cities to distribution of literature. At the
highest level, JK Tyre has partnered with the
Constitution Club of India and every year
organises the Parliamentarians Rally where
distinguished Parliamentarians, diplomats and
media come together to promote the cause 
of road safety. The campaign ‘Drive Safe, Drive
Responsibly, Stay in Total Control’ has received
recognition at the highest echelons of
motorsport in the world.  

JK Tyre has also been instrumental in
supporting thought leadership events such as
the Indian Car of The Year (ICOTY) and Indian
Motorcycle of The Year (IMOTY) Awards – 
the most prestigious awards of the Indian
automotive industry. Every year the award is
presented to the best 4-wheeler and 2-wheeler
and is aimed at recognising the best in the
automobile segment. 

Brand Values 
JK Tyre has inherited its brand values from the
founding fathers of the JK Organisation. They
have installed the core values of caring for
people, integrity including intellectual honesty,
openness, fairness, trust and commitment to
excellence.

The JK Tyre brand is synonymous with
technology, R&D capabilities and best-in-class
products and services. The company has 
made significant efforts to create a bond with 
its customers by leveraging service as a
differentiator. By continually raising the bar the
company strives to surpass its own successes

and re-write its own exacting standards of
excellence. 

Brand JK Tyre inspires trust and a deep
emotional bond with its customers. Its 
users associate it with safety, reliability and
durability. The brand has carved a distinct,
relevant and credible positioning – Total
Control. 
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JK Tyre pioneered radial technology in India in
1977

The world’s first on-level testing machine is
with JK Tyre

JK Tyre & Industries has three brands – JK
Tyre, Vikrant and Tornel 

The company has sold 6 million truck-bus
radials in India and across the globe

JK Tyre is India’s first and, today, its only tyre
Superbrand

It is the only tyre company to offer a
unique fleet management programme for
commercial vehicle fleets

JK Tyre is the first tyre manufacturer to
introduce a 24x7 on-road tyre assistance
programme – Fix-a-Tyre – for its customers

JK Tyre supports the Indian Car of The Year
and Indian Motorcycle of The Year awards

jktyre.com JK TYRE

Things you didn’t know about 
JK Tyre


